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POLITICAL. 
GENERAL. 


‘The Aligarh Institute Gasette of the 25th August speaks - 
very high terms of the durbar which His Excellency has recent- 


ly proclaimed as about to be held at Delhi next year, and 
exhorts the feudatory chiefs to more than usual splendour 
on the occasion. Ne efforts should be spared to make the 
spectacle as grand and i imposing, as the occasion itself which 
it is intended to celebrate is august. This durbar must cast 
in shade all the durbars that have hitherto been held in India. 
But at the same time it must be borne in mind that be 
durbars are not an unmixed good. They have of late becom 


very frequent; no year passes without adurbar. The capes 


entailed on the native chiefs are gnormons, to aay 
ned by them. 


The Nér-ul-Abedr of the Ist September states that Lord 
’s minute in the oo case has agitated the whole 


. 


oe . 
wt 


rita High. Courts have. 
igh Court against the Governor-General. 
rt is an imperial or supreme court of law, and 
ranks with the highest tribunals in England, and. 
is not subject to interference on the part of the Queen herself. 
But it must not be forgotten that the political administration 
of India does not resemble that of England. If im England 
ything goes wrong, the Queen and‘even her ministry have 
‘not to bear the entire barden of blame, but a fair share devolves 
én the Parliament, and through it on the nationitself at large. 
But in India the devolution of responsibility is quite different. 
Here the whole weight rests with the Governor-General and 
iis Council. If any disturbance arises in the administration, 
from whatever cause, the High Court will not be ealled to 
account for it. At the same time it must be borne in mihd 
that the Governor-General has not transgressed the sphere 
ef his power. The supremacy of the High Court in the ad- 
ministration of justice has. been intact. No alteration was 
sggrated by His Excellency i in the amoant of punishment 
adjudged by the Court to Mr. Fuller. He only took this 
opportunity, on political considerations, to. warn the High 
‘Court i in general terms of the dangerous consequences of its 
_ proosedings. Several eases had of late oceurred i in which the 
injured parties were natives, and the offending parties, being 
Enropeans, were acquitted. In order to eonciliate the native 
pulation, and maintain the reputation of English justice, 


“the Governor-General felt himself obliged to resort. to this 
measure... | 


* 


The High Court must of course rest its judgment on the 
evidence before it, but when the Court has strong reasons to 
that the true facts are quite otherwise than the evidence 

, there is nothing in the law to debar it from ascer- 
thet, j in avy way it can, Moreover the law exists 
administration of strict, justice, and when itis found 
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_. At the same time the Court is not necessatily bound to 
‘accept the verdict of the jury implicitly ; and herein consists 
the chief difference between the Indian ‘High Coutts and 
similar Courts in Bngland. This was explicitly announced on 
one occasion by the Madras High Court, which acted quite- 
in contravention of the verdict of the jury in a case of 
daceity. pr 


In conclusion it must be noticed that a Judge of the Alle 
habad High Court has himself publiely acknowledged that juries 
consisting of Kuropeans have often given faise verdicts in 
the Court, through national prejadices. This open confession 
‘must have not a little displeased the European community, 
and might have been viewed with disfavour by the other 
Judges of the same Court. 


The Mutl2-i-Nér of 29th August writes that it was coms 
monly believed that Lord Lytton’s minute in the case Regina 
versus Fuller would produce the desired effect upon Euro- 
peans, but the sad accident of the 10th August has shaken 
off this belief. The life of a native is of no more value than 
that of a wild beast A native chaukidar sleeping on the 
nakdrkhdna at Husenabad in Lucknow was shot by a British 
soldier on the 10th August. May drunkenness and insanity, 
says the editor, ever continue to flourish, that they may be 
able to rescue Englishmen from difficulty on such occasions, : 


. 


The Qudh Akhbar of 30th August says that ladies is 
‘ringing with joy at the welcome news of the assumption 
of the title of “‘ Empress of India” by Her Majesty. It is 
confidently hoped that prosperity will now spread over the 
‘whole’ country. The administration of the country has 
hitherto been conducted on such intricate and strange prin- 
ciples as were not only unintelligible to the people, but quite 
opposed to their thoughts and habits; and hence the neces- 
sary odnsequence has been that méasures designed to advante 
their own good have been ignorantly ascribed by them to 
the interested motives of Government, and popular complaints 


e rights of 


‘their wbility: and Toyalty have 

: . . cy in 4 
no exception to “the rule. As the children of ‘the 
ed to give stringer proofs of their attachment to 


of ‘their just ind benevolent rule. They . have 
better tréatment since Her Majesty assumed the . 
réins of the Government of India than fell: to their lot 
Wast India‘Wompany. The Queon has only con- 
good in making an addition to her. titles, which 


er warranted by the enormous extent of India , and. 


get hopes étre enter- 


ing wit be wanting 


hing that at present exists shell be 
ition of the ‘native population is ndt 
océasion, ‘they 1 on be stipposed to 


to distress for ‘ever. 


‘he Governindut of this 

should‘assume the title of 

it ‘his permanent 

*woald thus be enabled to répresent their just 
ut diffioulty, ‘and would be saved the ‘trouble and 


should be 
st and dinsiitine The. assumption 
ithe new title‘by Her Majesty has been the first . step in this 
direction. The foudutg iets ‘of J d far 
their devoted loyalty to the British Crown, may now clap their 
hands with joy. They, will.now be exalted in rank, and their 
treaties with the supreme. power willbe weeded of. their 
strict stipulations:and conditions. The common people should 
also not be neglected. on this occasion. They should also 
partake of the bread and fish of the Govetament, and he 
generously dealt with in every way... 


The Shola-+-Tér of 29th August says that it is- unable 
to understand the stir that-is at present made in every quar- 
ter for the welfare of India. Is it the real world, it says 
that it:appears to walk in, or do its ears and eyes deceive it 
Wherever it turns, nothing but good news for India 
its ears. See Lord Lytton’s resolution onthe Fuller’ 

Mr. Justice Turner’s wholesome speech to a recerit Allaha 
jury, the zealous exertions of His Royal Highness the 
of Wales in behalf of this country on‘his return home, 
the fdvourable remarks of wise and learnet -Englis 
Professor Monier Williams, &. Above'all-must be'me 
the recent proclamation of His Excellency the Viceroy-to 
hold a grand durbar at Delhi in. honour of the assumption 
of the new title by Her Majesty. “The ‘editor, after indulg- 
ing in the high hopes entertained by the people.at ‘large from 
the growing interest taken in Indian affairs ‘by. Her Maj 
as unequivocally manifested ‘by ‘the ‘addition of the new 
title, remarks that the contemplated nomination of ‘natives 
to the Civil ‘Bervice, and other measures to improve‘the . mate- 
rial and moral condition of India, aré no ‘doubt good: a3 fit 
as they go; ‘but their’ benefits fail'to reach ‘the 
people at large. In no way will-their diitresses 

pis ‘gnores. of ‘their . follow-eoun 


do. away with. 
ite the public service, and they will. be gratified 


; 


to die for their Empress. | 


9 Akhbdri-Am of 80th August, alluding to an oocur- 
7 ehra Ismail Kh&n, in which a dog: pined away 
and died for love of a sheep, which had been its companion, 
and was killed, regrets to find that such love does not exist 
1 g the natives of the country. If this sympathetic feelé 
ing inspired them, they would never have been reduced to 
their present humiliating position, and murdered by sahid 
4 (Europeans) with practical impunity. 

Rhair' Khwah-i-Alam of 25th August asserts thé 
ety of pectniary aid to Turkey in its present depressed 

on from the Government of India and the people: 
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Akhbdér of 26th August publishes @ version 
letter which Lord Salisbury is supposed to have written 
Lerd Lytton on the Faller case. The editor has taken 


r from an English paper, and does not vouch for its 
ticity. Its particulars may be thus summed up. The 
mn of Lord Lytton in the Fuller on has met with ap- 


: the English press, 


both by the Secretary of State 
representing Mr. Fuller as.a blood-thirsty English- 

ly beating a poor native are distributed gratis by 
thoroughfare of London. This humane action 

of the Viceroy has considerably endeared him to the English 
yeople. If the next European who kills a native is ordered to 
sh people would love Lord Lytton more 

Vales himself, and very likely his term 

uld be extended by two years. Lord 

n to. protect: the natives 


[ es it 
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to séttle the question’ of the restitution of the Berare to: the 
Nish, observes ‘that this is not very welcome news’ to the 
‘native public. The sitting of a commission in a native state 
si come to be assosiated in the native mind with some 
wrong or breach of faith on the part of the chief. Accords 
ingly unworthy suspicions will: naturally be excited - with 
respect to the conduct of the Nizém. The Government holds 
the proyinee in question only asa trust from the Nizim for:a 
limited period, and can with no show of reason refuse to 
restore it to the owner when he demands it. , If it actually 
resorts to the expedient of a commission, it will betray to the 
world its inward unwillingness to part with a thing which 
| does not rightly belong to it. It is said that this commission 
will consist of three European officers nominated by the 
Government of India, three Judges of the Oalcutta High 
Court, and three gentlemen, European or native, nominated 
by the Niz&m, so that the number of English members wilt 
be double that of the native. The proceedings of the Baroda 
commission are well known, although the preponderance of 
the European element therein was not so great. No weight 
was vouchsafed to the opinion of the native’ ingreiient. 
Having had this bitter experience, the natives can hardly 
afford to indulge in any good hope from the proceedings of 
the contemplated Hydarabad commission. The Government 
.of India should not again allow itself to be led astray from 
the right path of justice, but should rather take warning by 


its former error. Its policy in the Baroda case was chal- 
Jenged both here and i in England. 


NATIVE STATES. 


. Jodhpur correspondent of the Agra Akhbdr, dated 30th 
August, complains of the maladministration of all depart- 


ments in that state, and especially. of the criminal and civil 
courts of law. 


. The Nastr-ul- Atthbdr of Ist September, quoting ‘the Law- 
rence Gazette, Teports the arrival of a Chinese ambassador ip 


and he cea also: count upon the aid of 
Moreover the Queen has a further. right te this 
tribute; inasmuch as she ia the Empress of India, and Nipal-is 
of India. The -editor 
prised to find that.the MAhérija of Nipal did not do so much 
a8 to pay'a visit to His Royal Highness the Prince of 
the latter was hunting for one month in the Tarai, 
inese envoy 
with sach eins honour: | The hill tribes casinot-yet be 


FRONTIER. 
The Koh-4i-Neér of the 26th Angust says that the Afridés 


, 


y pushing on their military preparations, so as te 

be ready for war next winter, under the cqnviction that they 
bed: by ‘the English forces at that time of the 

do not seem ‘disposed to accept the terms offered 
Government for a compromise. It is not unlikely 
Akhwand-of Swat ‘has promised them aid. He is 

said to have ordered the expulsion of- British subjects, 

and officers from the precincts of his domipions. ' 


e Ra 0s 4 ° 


The same paper, notices the arrival i in Swat of seven Turks, 


Yall 


by the Amir of Bokhfra to the Akhwand. 
| received wi great honour and distin tion by 
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their mission is not knoy 


IVE (GENERAL) 


ist. writes on the 


(4g) 


hundred miles of ‘Lahore who treata: his native subordinate 
efficials as if they were his bond-slaves. . If any of:them ’ gobs 
te pay him.a visit, he is at-once ordered +6 clear ‘out: of :the 
house. Indeed, it must be confessed that on official basiness 
the Commissioner condescends -to converse with them rather 
freely. Accordingly they are of opinion that.the Iadian Legis- 
lative Council should enact a law ruling that, on the payment 
of a certain sum of money in stamps, any one of them will be 
allowed te have free access to the Commissioner. The editor 
fails to see any very great distinction existing . between 
Huropean and native public officers ; all tHe distinction is 
actually cenfined to this, that the ome is a superior, and — 
the other an inferior or subordinate officer. Itis:there-— 
fore a matter of urgent necessity that the one should not 
beliave ill towards the other. Sir Henry Davies should learn 
from the conduct of Lord Lytton (in the Fuller case) that a 
European as well as a native is liable to punishment for mis- 
behaviour. If the Panj&b Government is really shrewd and 
penetrating, it will at ence be able to detect the officer com- 
plained against. 


The same paper, adverting to the rules recently published 
in the Worth-Western Provinces Government Gazette, as to 
the fees chargeable for serving and executing processes issued 
by the civil and revenue courts, remarks that they entail 
increased expenditure on the litigants and menace them with 
utter ruin. As they have rendered the courts of law in- 
aecessible to the poor, who can ill-afford to pay the légal 
expenses prescribed by them, the door of justice may be said 
to be virtually shut against them. The Government should 
make justice as cheap as possible, so that all its subjects, the 
rich and the poor, may be enabled to partake of its advantages, 


The Aligarh Institute Gazette of 25th August reports that 
a Judge of the Madras Presidency sentenced a man named 
Munia to transportation for life for stealing property to the 
value of. four annas, Tho Judge is believed to have inflicted 


stich hafd punishmient.. Fhe law jastly allows: 
y powers of heavier penalties in: excep-:. 
shment is meant to: be deterrent 3° 


aa as it 


5s 


er free, from evil. Te broad prinsiples of 
ble to the public at large, bat the 


Inet of those who. are | entrasted with its administration is 
from what it ‘ought to be. An Ea glishman gail ty of 


s 
- 


murder can evade the just penalty of the law by ‘pleading’ 


omre ’ 


some worthless excuse, while a native guilty ‘Of a very trifling 
offence i is liuble to a punishment which hone fog provides for 
— crime. Here is an E udge who inflicts 


treul-Absér of lat September. writ } that. a Huro- 
an ran his carriage against a-heap of 
icipal committes by the side of a road in. 


na 


ined a decree ' for, Rs. 16,000 


~ 


August, writing from Aiman&béd, says that the.g 

of Her Majesty’s Government to promote the 

welfare of her Indian subjects are unfo1 -drus 
"bythe evil conduct of her officers, both European and native. 
They‘ knowingly disregard the law, and: behave unlawfully. 
An Assistant 

wnukhtar. 


Here are two 
on any othér | . 
which eame up before a Government official of the Sayyid class, 
the contending parties agreed to abide by the judgment of 
in arbitrators nominated by themselves. .The Sayyid. 
also readily accepted this proposal. The arbitrators gave'their 
verdict in favour of the defendant, which transported the 
Sayyid into an ecstacy of rage. He would have thrown them. 


into. prison or condemned them to the scaffold if he canld. 


He then decided the case in his own way; but the opinion of 
the arbitrators was afterwards upheld, by the appellate c 


‘The officer, adds the editor, who is found 
nesiitt, and whose judgment is reversed by the superior court 
on appeal, should be obliged to make good the expenses incur- 
red by the appellant. va ae sce 


a as . 


- Im the same district. a case of culpable homicide late 


< y é 


oceurred among the. Gujéra tribe ; but the Court, despite t 
evidence against the murderer, acquitted 


This act | of injustice has caused agitation in the whole nati iy 


- re 


aibée, dated 28th 


To 
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‘ 


ahi Patrika of 3Ist idem regrets to notice that the 
ymmissioner of Oudh has ordered the substitution 
. r Hindi in the Government schools, Kaithi being 


hi more obj jectionable. 


at 
: 
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~t-ffind of 26th August, im reference to the 
t incréase in the value of immovable property transferred 
ng the last year, as ‘shown by the Government review of 


“Panjab Registration Report for ‘1875-76, observes that it. 
s entirely due to the distressed cireumstances of the zemin- 


. 


-gemindars can no longer sustain the heavy bur- 

of the revenue tax, and their estates are consequently 

g into the hands of Méhéjans. It is true that the 
fand-tax fa § upon the whole community, and not upon the 
élasses immedi ately connected with land alone, inasmuch as. 
value of grain is proportionately enhanced ; yet at the 

ime it cannot be controverted that the latter have to 
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the brent. The condition of the zemindar is truly deplo- 
e, and requires the serious attention of the Government, 


& 


One of the several reasons mentioned by the Inspector- 

neral of Registration to account for the decrease of regis- 

trations is that mem generally attach greater weight to the 
yvidence of oral than to documentary evidence. 


? . a 
. 
. 
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This is unquestionably a valid reason. It is by mo means 
@.Yare oocurrence that forged documents are registered 


ugh the dishonesty of witnesses in registry offices. Regis- 


trars ould be very cautious and scrupulous i in accepting the 
imony of witnesses in the matter of identification.. : 


“The editor also concurs in the view iaseemell by the 
Government that the Tnspector-General of by empadl 
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AThe* Outh: Akib4r of 27th Augasty’in-a “long editorial 
ended: ‘ The \cultivators of: the: North-Western Provitices.” 
expatiates upon the miseries of the agricultural Classes, 
Their condition has long beensvery pitiable, and the zemin- 
dars and mfhfjans have been fattening on their labours, 
till the falljin the value of grain since last year filled the 
cup of their misfortunes to the brim, and reduced them te 
the verge of; starvation. The recent settlement operations 
in’ these provinces have also played. a very important part 
in effecting the ruin, not only of the tenants, but of the 
zemindars also. The settlement has been ja real plague 
among these two classes of the community; it has ruined 
no less than 80 per cent. of the zemindars. The enhanced 
amount of revenue exacted by the Government leaves very 
little to the zemindar and the cultivator. To add to their 
misfortune, the land from various reasons is steadily falling 
off in productive quality ; and the necessary consequence of 
these combined evils is that the landed classes are running 
deeper and deeper into debt. Upon the condition of these 
classes the prosperity of the country mainly depends, and it 
is therefore incumbent upon the Government to endeavour 
to avert the ruin which threatens ere long to overwhelm them, 
The revenue as fixed by the settlement officer should not he 
looked upon by. the Government as something permanently 
settled, and exempt from any alteration. The comparative 
cheapness of grain at the present time. has reduced the, gross 
produce fixed by the settlement officer as the due of the 
zemindar ‘from’ cultivators to: half of its original value. 
The law accords a right to the cultivator to claim a dimi- 
nution of his rent in the event of a decrease'in the produce 
beyond ‘a certain limit. The editor contends that’ the 
Government should in turn extend this privilege to the 
zemindar. When the income of the zemindar: is greatly 
‘affected by any cause, as at present by the fall in the value 
of. grain, the: Government~should lessen its demand pro- 
‘portionately, In its dealings with the peo ple of this. country 
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Jess is. it. the interest 
| that its. subjects shonld not bis. 
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ait eho 8 , Po%e 6g! nai ba , 


. Ehe Ralibar-i-Hind of the 29th August gives the 
lars of a disastrous aecident an the Panjab Railway at J helam. 
going from the Kharién station ran into. anothe r, 
of, rppeated. danger-signals. The engines were séri- 
and. several lives lost, ° The driver is sup- 
to bave been drunk at the -time, - Such accidents are 
.due to the carelessness.and insnbordination of .Eng- 
drivers and. guenda, and it is a matter of dee 


‘who could not obtain tiekets-on the. 17th August 
‘teilway station, and -took! shelter in. the 
from the raitt- cette of ie mre 


me - é * : PI . 


LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 
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of the. 26th August 
arco: und 
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less’ ‘than 2 soit’ of bondage; fe held the’ cémtnon ‘and horiour- 
able calling of’ the day, after soquiring « smattering of Png 
lish or Vernaculars. But Goverment ‘cannot of course: pro: 
vide employment ‘for: all the daily multiplying candidates : 
and therefore those who -are*-disappoimted mitst cither~ ‘learn 
‘ab initio some profession as a meahs of earning & livelihood, 
‘or must necessarily starve. So long as natives do'not engage 
in trade, and try to manufacture all those articles for the supply 
of which they new depend on foreign countries, India will 
never: prosper. 
H 

The Rakbér-i-Hind of 29th hegett sisttonn! on the viailink 
rity of its Lahoré correspondent, an unbecoming act of the 
Revd. Mr. Newton. The reverend gentleman at the time of 
preaching put a wrong interpretation on. certain verses of. the 
Korén. His Muliammadan audience pointed out his mistake, 
on which he got annoyed, and-dashing the book against the 
ground, trampled.it under foot, in order to irritate them. Ha 
farther stigmatised both the Kor&n and their prophet as false. 


The editor, making the above the text for his remarks, 
observes that the notorious way in which the Christian mis-— 
sionaries publicly abuse every other religion is very repre- 
herisible and fraught with danger to the State. The Govern- 
ment being the professor of the. same creed, their acts are 
natarally and justly ascribed- to'its instigation, or at least 
connivance, by the ignorant public. They should be asked 
to preach in churches, and not in thoroughfares. They should 
also confine their preaching to the exposition of their own. 
tenets, and should not enter upon the denunciation of other 
religious systems of belief. The editor regrets to find that an 

English gentleman of Mr. Newton’s culture and religious. 
-turm of. mind could be guilty of such an act; and, drawing the. 
attention of the Governtnent to it; advises the Muhammadans te 
seck redress by law, in order to appease the public indignation; 
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